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By Stephanie Fantop 
Panther Staff 
The university will 
offer two new Ph.D. pro­
grams in the College of Edu­
cation and the Department of 
Electrical Engineering begin­
ning in the fall of 2003. 
The College of Edu­
cation is giving students the 
opportunity to gain a doctoral 
degree in educational leader­
ship. Courses will include 
general administration and 
superintendency, and human 
resources and personne 
management. Other courses 
to be offered as the program 
develops are school law and 
policy, educational technol 
ogy, and school finance and 
planning. 
Dr. Michae 
McFrazier, director of gradu­
ate studies, said, "... we are 
hoping to prepare strong 
leaders, who will educate and 
take into consideration eth 
nic diversity." 
There will be ap 
proximately 15 to 20 stu 
dents enrolled in the pro 
gram. Classes will be held 
primarily week nights and on 
Saturdays, in the 
Wilhelmina H. Delco build­
ing and the New Science 
Building. 
The Ph.D. program 
offered by the Department of 
See Programs page 12 
By Barbara Ramirez 
Panther Staff 
The estimated budget 
cut for Prairie View A&M 
University has climbed from 
12.5 percent to 23 percent as 
university administrators and 
the state continue to assess 
the situation, according to Dr. 
Jerry Gaither, director of in­
stitutional effectiveness, re­
search and analysis. 
"We were supposed to 
take a 12.5 percent cut in 
2004/2005 but this is what 
happened—when they said 
we'd take a 12.5 percent cut, 
not just us, but the other in­
stitutions as well, they didn't 
"Include tuition revenue bonds. 
When you add all that in for 
us, that makes it a 23 percent 
cut," said Gaither. He contin­
ued, "When the state said that 
we're all taking a 12.5 percent 
cut in higher education, that's 
true, but what they over­
looked was the revenue re­
quirements for tuition rev­
enue bonds." 
Gaither explained 
that the state does require the 
university to pay bills on tu­
ition revenue bonds, and be­
cause the state did not calcu­
late all expenses for the uni­
versity, our budget cut has 
climbed to 23 percent, and 
may continue to rise. 
"The state controller 
will issue shortly, a new rev­
enue projection. The initial 
one was roughly a $5 billion 
shortfall, and then it was a 
$10 billion shortfall. But, we 
do know right now that state 
revenue is continuing to go 
down," said Gaither. 
Dr. Johanne Thomas-
Smith, provost and vice presi­
dent for academic affairs, said 
the university is continuously 
making plans, but "the earth 
appears to be shifting under 
See Budget page 12 
Engineering students bring home the prize 
By Kory J. Briggs 
Panther Staff 
The Prairie View A & 
M University chapter of the 
National Society of Black En­
gineers was named "Chapter 
of the Year" at the 29th Na­
tional Engineers Convention 
held in Anaheim, California, 
March 19 -23. 
Chapter President 
Javale Phillips said this is the 
first time the Prairie View 
chapter has achieved this 
honor. 
NSBE was started in 
1975 at Purdue University 
and has been on PVAMU's 
campus since the late 1980s. 
Its mission is to increase the 
number of culturally respon-
See NSBE page 12 
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Members of the PVAMU chapter of the National Society of Black 
Engineers show pride in the organization on their return to campus after 
winning top honors at the national convention. 
If you could ask 
President Bush 
one question 
about the war, 
what would it be? 
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Female police 
officers are 
playing a vital 
role in campus 
security. 
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Queen Latifah 
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in" Bringing 
Down The 
House." 
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Two doctoral 
programs to 
begin this fall 
University's budget cut deepens 
Administration is taking steps to reduce impact 
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PV's Seven Day Fore­
cast 
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Cloudy 
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Tue 
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75757° £2, 
. 
courtesy of weather.com 
Child donates $1,000 
to senior center 
MILFORD, Conn. 
(AP) _ When 8-year-old Lucia 
White's father died last 
month, she inherited $1,000. 
But she believes the best way 
to honor his memory is to give 
the money to someone else. 
The little girl donated 
the money to the Milford Se­
nior Center to use toward a 
new passenger van. Her fa­
ther, Robert White, was a 
driver at the center. 
"My father would 
want me to do this," Lucia, 
who goes by Lulu, said. 
The 14-passenger 
minibus is expected to cost as 
much as $50,000 by the time 
it is outfitted with a wheel­
chair lift. It would replace a 
1987 van that holds nine pas­
sengers and is laden with 
mechanical problems. 
21 arrested on fourth 
day of protests 
SEATTLE (AP) _ Po­
lice have arrested 21 people, 
16 for blocking traffic, as anti­
war protesters rallied outside 
the downtown Federal Build­
ing for a fourth consecutive 
day. 
Officers moved in 
Sunday after a few of the 250 
protesters from a No War 
Against Iraq Coalition rally 
began sitting in the middle of 
Second Avenue. 
Those who were ar­
rested in the street included 
a man soaked with fake blood, 
a man wrapped in an Ameri­
can flag and a woman carry­
ing a "No Iraq War" sign. 
Elsewhere in the city, 
more than 300 people held 
anti-war signs at Green Lake 
in a chilly wind. One, Laura 
Luders, 74, of Issaquah, held 
a sign saying, "Cherish Our 
Troops. Bring Them Back 
Home." 
Earn $1,000 - $2,000 
for your Student Croup 
in just 3 hours! 
Co e.-,e iundraising made Simple Safe and Free 
Multiple fundraising options avalable. No 
caiwashes. No raffles. Just success! Fundraising 
dates are filling quicldy. Get with the programs 
that work! 
ff) campus 
FUNDRAISER I 
Your Trusted Source for College Fundraising. 
!-923-3238 • www Cjmpu-4undraiser.com 
I 
Bartender Trainees I 
n e e d e d  
$250 a day potential 
local positions 
1 - 8 0 0 - 2 9 3 - 3 9 8 5  
Teachers, students 
protest against^the 
war 
ROME (AP) _ Thou-
sands of school teachers and 
students took the day off Mon­
day and marched peacefully 
through the streets of Rome, 
Milan and other cities across 
the country to protest war in 
Iraq. 
Italy is home to a 
strong antiwar movement, 
and protesters here have dem­
onstrated every day since the 
U.S.-led attack began. 
The strike Monday 
had been planned weeks ago 
to protest a school reform and 
stalled negotiations over the 
teachers' contract renewal but 
the protest largely turned into 
an antiwar rally. 
Italy has not contrib­
uted troops for the military 
action in Iraq, but it has 
granted permission to U.S.-
led forces to use Italian air­
space and military bases for 
logistical support. 
German police use wa­
ter cannons to break 
up anti-war protest 
HAMBURG, Ger-
many (AP) _ Police turned 
water cannons on school stu­
dents outside the U.S. consu­
late Monday during the first 
clashes with demonstrators 
protesting the Iraq war in 
Germany. 
Violence erupted 
when some protesters broke 
off from a peaceful march of 
about 20,000 pupils in down­
town Hamburg and headed to 
the U.S. consulate, where po­
lice said Palestinians armed 
with wooden sticks joined 
them and began attacking 
police securing the building. 
There was no immedi­
ate information on injuries or 
arrests. 
School students have 
been among the most active 
anti-war protesters in Ger­
many, often skipping class to 
take to the streets. Germans 
have staged protests against 
the Iraq nearly every day 
since the conflict began. 
Singapore orders 
more than 700 people 
to be quarantined 
SINGAPORE (AP) _ 
Singapore's government on 
Monday ordered about 740 
Photo courtesy of google.com 
Former US. Senator Carol Moseley Braun, D- Illinois, has 
made a bid to run for the Democratic Party nomination for 
the 2004 Presidential Election. Braun is the second African 
American woman to run for president; In 1972, Shirley 
Chisholm ran under the Democratic Party for president. 
people who may have been 
exposed to victims of a myste­
rious flu-like illness to stay 
home for 10 days in a bid to 
contain the disease. 
The measures taken 
mark the largest quarantine 
in the world since the out­
break was first reported early 
this month. 
Singapore has re­
corded 65 cases of severe 
acute respiratory syndrome, 
or SARS, including 14 new 
cases reported Monday. 
Twelve patients are in serious 
condition in an intensive care 
unit. 
Any quarantined per­
son caught outside their home 
could face a fine of up to 5,000 
Singapore dollars (US$2,825) 
for a first infraction and 
$10,000 for a second offense. 
Hospital chief falls ill, 
not clear if he has mys­
tery disease 
HONG KONG (AP) _ 
The chief of Hong Kong's Hos­
pital Authority has fallen ill 
with pneumonia symptoms, 
and Monday two more victims 
of a mystery disease have 
died, heightening fears among 
ordinary citizens here about a 
wider outbreak. 
Dr. William Ho, chief 
executive of the Hospital Au­
thority, was hospitalized Sun­
day night, but it was not clear 
whether he had caught SARS. 
Many wore surgical 
masks as they went around 
town, hoping to avoid infec­
tion with severe acute respi­
ratory syndrome, or SARS, 
which has sickened more than 
400 people worldwide, more 
than half of them in Hong 
Kong. 
SARS has now killed 
10 people in Hong Kong, two 
in Vietnam, and two in 
Canada. 
Iraqi television 
shows downed U.S. 
helicopter 
BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) 
_ Iraqi television Monday 
showed video tape of what 
appeared to be a downed U.S. 
Apache attack helicopter, in­
tact and with its missiles still 
mounted. 
The helicopter, which 
bore markings of an American 
armored cavalry unit, was 
parked in a field near Karbala 
about 80 kilometers (50 miles) 
south of Baghdad. 
There was no report 
on what happened to the crew. 
It appeared the helicopter 
may have developed engine 
trouble, forcing the pilot to 
land. 
The Pentagon said it 
had no information about a 
downed helicopter. 
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Bush administration's 'fetish' with Iraq 
Americans will pay for the costs of the war 
By Tenesia S. Mathews 
Editor in Chief 
Under the shadow of 
war with Iraq, the House and 
Senate last week fought a se­
ries of skirmishes over the fed­
eral budget for next year. One 
big, overriding question was 
at stake: Would President 
Bush and the Republican ma­
jorities in Congress step up to 
the costs of battle, of home­
land defense and of national 
obligations at home, or would 
they pass the costs on to fu­
ture generations? These are 
some of the issues that Ameri­
cans will have to face now and 
even more when the war has 
ended. 
Not only do we have 
to budget our own personal 
money just to be able to eat 
lunch and afford gas at the 
same time, but also now we 
have to begin to consider how 
much more we will have to 
sacrifice in the future. Case in 
point: Prairie View A&M Uni­
versity in the past few months 
has had to make major cut 
backs in the form of some 
phone lines, staff, and as pub­
lished in a recent article in 
The Panther by Barbara 
Ramirez, it seems as if stu­
dents will begin to feel the 
drawbacks of the recent bud­
get cuts. Summer school may 
become a little tight this year 
because of the lack of funds to 
pay professors. 
The possible 
doubling of the na­
tional debt in the next 
decade will drive up in­
terest costs that must 
be paid every year — 
billions of dollars that 
will not be available for 
Social Security, Medi­
care or any of the 
myriad responsibilities 
of the government. 
But the 
squeeze is not all pro­
spective. Some danger­
ous economic decisions 
are being made this 
year — cutbacks that 
will have long-term, 
damaging conse­
quences for American 
society. 
So the question then 
becomes: Is this war worth 
struggling for in years to 
come? Could there have been 
other ways of handling Iraq 
without us suffering? The 
Bush administration would 
say, "No that there is no other 
way for us to deal to with Iraq 
and Saddam without deadly 
force". But the United Nations 
would say "Yes, there are 
other tactics to deal with Iraq 
without deadly force". Rus­
sian President Vladimir Putin 
called the military action 
against Iraq a big political 
mistake. 
This war is really a 
grave mistake, because the 
military actions are being car­
ried out in defiance of public 
opinion around the world, in 
courtesy -
U.S. Marines load missies in the pursuit < 
defeat of Iraq. 
violation of the principles and 
regulations of international 
law and the Charter of the 
United Nations. This is the 
opinion of the International 
Association of Lawyers in 
Geneva and other competent 
organizations. Their conclu­
sion is that UN Security 
Council resolution 1441 does 
not provide the legal basis for 
military action against Iraq. 
So not only are Ameri­
cans protesting, but some in­
ternationally are also holding 
the position of not wreaking 
havoc on Iraq. And with the 
recent captures of the Ameri­
can troops in Nasiriya you 
have to begin to wonder what 
more do Americans have to 
give for the Bush administra­
tion's addiction to crucifying 
Iraq and Saddam to become 
s a t i s f i e d .  
There is little 
doubt that 
the United 
States mili­
tary has the 
skills, train­
ing and 
weapons to 
take the capi­
tal and dis­
lodge the 
Hussein gov­
ernment. The 
questions are 
how long it 
will take, and 
what the cost 
will he in 
terms of ca­
sualties, both 
allied and 
Iraqi. 
The Bush Adminis­
tration has a fetish with 
Saddam and it seems that 
they won't be satisfied until 
Saddam's head is on a platter 
and Americans are so poor 
that we will have to start 
choosing between gas and 
lunch because there will be 
nothing to budget. 
We have another war to fight 
By Amani Murph 
Black College Wire/TSU 
The people of the 
United States are feeling ner­
vous about a war that George 
W. Bush and his minions have 
decided to wage against Iraq. 
Some actually believe that this 
war will have a positive impact 
on the world, in bringing the 
"axis of evil" to its knees. 
Whatever its justifica­
tion, the fact is that this is not 
the only war taking place. 
There are civil wars in Cote 
D'lvoire (better known as the 
Ivory Coast) and in Colombia. 
The United States has been 
waging, and losing, a war on 
drugs since the Reagan era. 
We, as Africans in the 
diaspora, are fighting our­
selves. We are struggling with 
our own self-loathing and self-
defeating thoughts that allow 
us to fall victim to the trap­
pings of society. 
We can no longer af­
ford to blame "the man" for 
our oppression. There is no 
race that has contributed 
more to this planet them we 
have. We are deserving of self-
love and respect from others. 
We must hold our­
selves accountable for the 
numbers of African men and 
women who are behind bars, 
have been infected with HIV, 
or have left children without 
parents. 
That is why students 
must ready themselves for 
battle. First, we must kill the 
feelings of inferiority and self-
hatred that?allow for such 
harmful behaviors as unpro­
tected sex, skipping classes 
and drug and alcohol abuse. 
Then, we must fight 
the external war to change the 
stereotypical images of Afri­
can American men and 
women that plague our soci­
ety. We must fight against 
ideas of African inferiority. We 
must fight against those who 
are praying that we fail. 
Learning our history 
will help us understand how 
we came to this predicament 
and the ammunition required 
for combat. We can access Af­
rican history through such re­
sources as the libraries and the 
Internet, and by talking to el­
ders in the community. 
The war we are fight­
ing is not a physical war; it is 
mental and spiritual. It is time 
for us to get strong, and then 
get free. 
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Speak Up 
By Denise Cohen 
Panther Staff 
As the war with 
Iraq looms into its second 
week, people all over the 
country from New York to 
Los Angeles are protesting 
College campuses are also 
voicing their opinions as 
well, why aren't we doing 
the same at PV? 
Are we afraid of 
the consequences if we 
speak-up for or against the 
war? Fortunately, our First 
Amendment rights protect 
us from any illegal results 
of our actions so nothing 
can happen if students 
stage walkouts or peaceful 
protests. 
Is PV not 
protesting the war because J 
we ao not Know enougn 
about it? If that is the case 
black people need to dispel 
the myth that we do not 
read and pick up a 
newspaper, watch CNN or 
read the news on the 
internet when you log off 
of Black Planet or are done 
checking your e-mail. 
Or are we not 
speaking up simply 
because we do not care? 
Hopefully that's not the 
case, because the president 
has estimated that this 
war will cost at least $70 
billion and we are already 
seeing the financial effects 
on education of it on our 
campus. The failing 
economy has affected 
summer school and social 
events like Spring Fest. 
This could lead to a 
recession which would 
affect the employment 
opportunities of those who 
are graduating. 
Whatever the 
excuse may be, students 
have no reason to not 
speak up for something 
they believe in or take a 
stand against an issue they 
do not support. 
University community honors Dr. Jewel Prestage 
Ceremony recounts professor's lifetime achievements 
By Barbra Ramirez 
Panther Staff 
An accomplished 
professor sits in the pew at 
the Johnson-All Faiths 
Chapel filled with joy and 
overcome by her 
environment. 
Her gestures are 
flawless and her eyes are 
determined and full of 
happiness. Her glee 
overwhelmingly captures 
others that come near. 
The professor is Dr. 
Jewel Limar Prestage, and 
her joy is due to the many 
people who congratulate her 
on retiring after her 48 years 
as an educator, author, 
scholar, and professional in 
higher education. 
They also 
congratulate her on the first 
annual Jewel Limar 
Prestage Women's History 
Month Celebration. 
"I tbink the decision 
to institutionalize the 
Women's History Month 
celebration is wonderful. 
The fact that it was 
made to honor me in the 
process is really very 
gratifying for me and I look 
forward to the celebration 
of Women's History Month 
from this point on," said 
Prestage. 
The ceremony held 
on Thursday began with a 
speech given by Dr. Bernita 
C. Berry, director of social 
work and associate 
professor of social work and 
sociology, who outlined the 
purpose of the event. 
Dr. Gerard 
Rambally, Dean of the 
College of Arts and 
Sciences, welcomed 
attendees, followed by a 
musical selection by music 
major Audra Scott. 
Dr. Sarah B. 
Williams, the mistress of 
ceremony, gave an inspiring 
tribute. 
Keynote speaker Dr. 
Maya Rockeymoore spoke 
• on "African American 
Women at the Crossroads: A 
Call for Action." 
Rockeymoore is senior 
resident scholar for health 
and income security, at the 
National Urban League 
Institute for Opportunity 
and Equality. 
According to the 
program, "Rockeymoore, a 
PVAMU alumna, has 
developed areas of expertise 
that include social security, 
welfare reform, healthy 
policy and HIV/AIDS. 
In addition to giving 
numerous public 
presentations on these 
topics, she has appeared on 
CSPAN and Black 
Entertainment Tfelevision, 
given radio interviews for 
National Public Radio, and 
Bloomberg News. She has 
been quoted in papers such 
as the New York Times, the 
Portland Scanner, and Cox 
Newspapers, and has had 
her articles and letters 
printed in the Washington 
Post, the Madison Times, 
and the New York 
Amsterdam News among 
many other newspapers. 
Rockeymoore is currently 
writing a book entitled, 
"State of Emergency: 
African Americans and the 
Politics of AIDS." 
Dr. Bernita Berry 
gave a presentation on 
Lula B.White. 
Afterwards, the 
Lula B. White Lifetime 
Achievement Award was 
presented to Dr. Earlene 
Leverett and Mrs. Gloria 
Thompson for their many 
contributions to the 
community. 
Staurt Williams 
Junior/History 
"Why are you so 
greedy?" 
LaKiesha Holman 
Sophomore/Education 
"Is this war really 
necessary?" 
Marilyn Aludogby 
Freshman/Biology 
"Why are you still 
President?" 
Kimberley Fisher 
Junior/Health 
"Why are you fixing 
your daddy's mis­
takes?" 
If you could ask President Bush a ques­
tion about the war what would it be? 
Photos By Denise Cohen 
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Social work students attend 
annual conference in Atlanta 
By Raena Grant 
Special to the Panther 
Student members of 
the Social Work Action club 
and National Association of 
Black Social Workers at­
tended the Council on Social 
work Education 49th Annual 
Program meeting in Atlanta, 
Georgia, on Feb. 26. 
While in Atlanta the 
students were given a chance 
to interact with other stu­
dents from various colleges 
and universities in a social 
work setting. The group met 
with prominent social work 
leaders like Iris Carlton 
LaNey of the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill and were able to hear 
Andrew Young speak, who is 
also a prominent leader of 
the Civil Right's Movement 
when he fought for "social 
justice" and marched along­
side Martin Luther King Jr. 
during the civil rights move­
ment. 
Social work majors 
learned that there are a lot 
of opportunities for social 
workers to be apart of. While 
in Atlanta they were able to 
network with social work 
graduate schools that came 
from across the nation and 
speak with professional so­
cial workers about where the 
social work educational pro­
cess is going. 
At the seminars 
memeber were given a 
chance to go shed light on in­
terests in what field of social 
work practice they wanted to 
know more about. 
While in Atlanta stu­
dents were able to venture 
out of the Hotel where the 
conference was held and take 
a tour of the city ourselves. 
Although they were getting 
educated about the new and 
exciting things social work 
education is trying to accom­
plish they were also educated 
in our Black culture. The 
sponsor Dr. Bernita Berry, 
took students to Clark At­
lanta University where she 
attended school and to a res­
taurant called Paschel's 
where she use to work while 
attending school. She told us 
• that Paschel's was a known 
restaurant for its food and 
for the famous Black 
people that would come in 
because the white restau­
rants that black musicians 
use to play in would not 
allow them to eat there. 
The students were 
given a chance to tour 
Clark Atlanta's art gallery 
and experience a display of 
W.E.B. Dubois's items and 
written work in the cam­
pus library. It was truly 
amazing at how much 
pride the students had in 
their school and in one an­
other. Club member 
Jamye Gunner said, "I 
learned that Atlanta is a 
place where Black people 
have love and respect for 
their Black culture. 
Others said they 
learned that it's important 
to get involved with what­
ever they are majoring in, 
and to experience being a 
part of an exciting process 
that is important them, 
their culture and their fu­
ture. 
<Ute cMiss Prairie Q?ie>vAS<cM ^ University 6'eurt 
and 
<Uhe &vhes efAlpha OZappa A 
proudly present 
Get Real! 
#1 
ttraiatit Talk en Women's Health 
New Science Building, RM 122 
Thursday, March 27,2003 @ 7:00 PM 
Business Attire 
For special assistance, call ext. 2610 
SGA Speaks Out 
Thursday, March 27 
General Assembly Meeting 
Location: New Science Building 
Time: 7 p.m. 
*You have issues, we listen! Come out 
to the General Assembly meeting! 
Friday April, 4 
Protest against the war 
Location: Alumni Hall 
Time: lla.m.-l p.m. 
*Ifyou would like to speak on the 
mic about the war come to Delco 
Rm. 115 or just show up outside of 
Alumni and demonstrate on how the 
war affects you. 
Thank you to all the advisors who 
went on the Alabama trip! 
Thank you students for supporting 
the basketball team! 
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Undecided? PV's formidable track teams excel again 
'anther Staff 
Sports and war 
seem like they are night and 
day but they are more like 
ice and water, they go hand-
in-hand. In Major League 
Baseball there is an issue of 
the Oakland Athletics and 
Seattle Mariners playing 
their season opener in Ja­
pan. During World War II 
Hall of Fame slugger Joe 
DiMaggio traded his base­
ball bat for combat stomp­
ing boots These days pro­
fessional athletes or any 
athlete is not willing to drop 
everything for their country 
The question is should they 
have to? 
Sports have been the 
root and growth for society. 
Without sports you wouldn't 
consider talking to that ar­
rogant fool sitting beside 
vou with a ten-foot pole un­
less a great game is on and 
you both are pulling for the 
same team. 
During those days it 
was deemed necessary to 
take heroic stands like 
DiMaggio did. These days 
there are enough men and 
women in armed forces 
without having to call any 
professional athlete to join 
in.Who wants to risk their 
life for a meaningpless war? 
The whole situation could 
have been avoided with a 
little bit more open comrnu 
nication between govern 
ments. 
Now you have two 
teams scared to board the 
plane doing what they love 
and get paid to do, play the 
game of baseball. Should 
they have to be in a defen 
give mode on and off the 
field. If you think about it 
you would feel the same way 
in you were in their position 
This war is a very 
undecisive issue for eveiy 
professional, whether ath­
lete or not this has every 
thing to do with you. It's 
only how we react now, too 
see how it will affect us 
later. 
By Steven Kennedy 
Panther Staff 
Ifexas Southern Uni­
versity held its 52nd annual 
relays on March 21-22 at 
Rice Stadium in Houston, 
Ifexas. As it is every year, the 
relays attracted a large 
crowd, and showcased nu­
merous colleges and high 
schools throughout the coun­
try. 
Prairie View A&M 
men's track and field team 
had a pretty good showing, 
mainly in the field events. 
Antwan McKinney took sec­
ond place in the shot put 
with a throw of (15.47) 
meters. In the javelin throw 
Curtis Ray placed third with 
a distance of (51.50) meters. 
Taking first place was 
Broderick Gartica with a 
performance of (47.45) 
meters in the discus throw. 
Prairie View A&M men's 
team also placed third in the 
2,400 relay with a time of 
7.45.95. 
Other SWAC confer­
ence rivals that provided 
strong performances on the 
men side were Ifexas South­
ern, Grambling State and 
Southern University. Ifexas 
Southern placed third in the 
4x100 meter relay (40.65), 
and second in the 4x200 
meter relay (1:25.53). South­
ern University placed second 
in the 4x100 meter relay 
(40.58), first in the 4x200 
meter relay (1:24.03), and 
also had first place finishers 
in the 100 meters, and the 
400 meters, with Brian 
Johnson (10.39), and Peppi 
Underwood (48.37). 
Grambling State rounded 
out the strong SWAC show­
ing by winning the 4x400 
meter relay, placing third in 
the 4x200 meter relay 
(1:26.35), and providing sec­
ond place finishers in the 400 
and the 800. with Willie 
Wade (48.68), and Marvin 
Sewell (1:57.22). University 
of Houston won the men's 
4x100 meters, relay with a 
time of 39.81. 
On the women's side 
Prairie View A&M had a good 
showing as well, but power 
houses University of Ifexas, 
and the University of Hous­
ton took home most of the 
hardware. University of 
Texas won the 4x400 
meters, relay and the 4x200. 
relay in (3:56.08) and 
(1:32.62).UT also finished 
second in the 4x100 meter, 
relay (44.92), and went one-
two in the 400 meters, with 
Evelyn Dwyer (57.31), and 
Deanna Cortez (58.00). Uni­
versity of Houston won the 
4x100. relay (44.80), and fin­
ished second in the 4x400 
meters, relay. Ifexas South­
ern made their presence felt 
as well finishing second in 
the 4x200m. relay (1:36.97), 
third in the 4x100m. relay 
(45.83), and took first in the 
400m. hurdles with Racquel 
Campbell (58.73). 
In the high school 
boy's divission Houston For­
est Brook took the show by 
winning the 4x100 relay 
(41.06), 4x200 relay 
(1:25.99), and the sprint 
medley relay (3:34.97). 
Other strong performances 
were turned in by Houston 
Westside. Sterling, Dallas 
Skyline, Hightower, Hous­
ton Nimitz, and Houston 
Westside. 
The next of the big 
meets that remains on the 
Prairie View A&M track 
schedule is the Prairie View 
relays which will take place 
at Blackshear Stadium from 
March 27-30. The following 
weekend April 3-5 Ifexas Re­
lays will be held in Austin, 
TX This is another obstacle 
they will have to face. In the 
high school girl's division 
Hightower won the team 
competition by scoring 122 
points, Dallas Skyline took 
second with 118.5 points, 
while Houston Westbury 
placed third in the team 
standings with 101.5 points. 
Good Luck 
this season; 
we're root-
in' for you!! 
Coach Robertson puts fire back into ailing 
baseball team with discipline, hardwork 
By Dnstin Daniel 
Panther Staff 
Nestled away in the 
minds of society is the ste­
reotype that the All-Ameri­
can sport, baseball, is a 
game created solely for Cau­
casians. Ignored in the an­
nals of history are the astro­
nomical statistics put up by 
greats like pitcher Satchel 
Paige, slugger Henry 
"Hank" Aaron, and outfield 
wizard Willie Mays. One 
individual who chooses to 
bring minorities to the 
game is Panthers' head 
baseball coach Michael 
Robertson. 
Robertson, born in 
Lake Charles, Louisiana 
and raised in Houston, was 
one of those kids who took 
a keen interest in the game 
at an early age. "My older 
brothers played the game, 
so I became interested in it. 
I started playing baseball at 
the age of eight." This, ac­
cording to Robertson, was 
the fuel for his interest and 
instinct for the sport. So, by 
the time he attended Forest 
Brook High School, he was 
a natural at it. Robertson 
then took his talents and 
abilities to Huston-Tillotson 
in Austin, where he played 
center field. After his play­
ing days ended, Robertson 
headed back to his alma 
mater, Forest Brook. There, 
Robertson hailed as the as­
sistant coach for 8 years, 
and the head coach for 5 
years. His next stop brought 
him to Prairie View, where 
he hopes to invoke an illus­
trious lineage of Panther 
baseball. 
One step to building 
a winning tradition is adap­
tation to his philosophy of 
psychological fitness before 
the physical. " I am always 
trying to instill in the play­
ers the importance of men­
tal preparation as the first 
step toward success. Your 
brain leads you first. If you 
train the mind, the body will 
follow." This practice is in di­
rect correspondence with an­
other stable stressed by 
Robertson, discipline. 'Disci­
pline is vital for success." 
When you're disciplined, you 
are trained to listen, and es­
sential element with Coach 
Robertson. There is lots of 
teaching involved in my pro­
gram." Some of the funda­
mentals taught include the 
mechanics of pitching, defen­
sive mechanics, and to hit 
the ball to the opposite field, 
therefore utilizing your 
power. 
Coach Robertson be­
lieves a large majority of 
next year's success depends 
upon what happens this 
year. "We are as good next 
year as this year goes. This 
team doesn't rely on its ath­
letic ability to achieve as we 
have. We have a team full of 
overachievers that work very 
hard in practice, and hope to 
build upon something for 
next year. " In building for 
next year, PV may gain a 
reputation as an institution 
where academic enhance­
ment and a winning tradi­
tion are founding principles. 
This may bring many tal­
ented young baseball players 
here, where Robertson can 
build the team around three 
things, pitching, defense, 
and speed. 
If everything goes as 
planned by Robertson, Prai­
rie View may become the 
home for the next Hank 
Aaron, Satchel Paige, Willie 
Mays, or Barry Bonds. As 
Coach Robertson said, "it'll 
take some time."It all starts 
right here, right now. 
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Athletes of the Week 
Name: Henry Harris 
Classification: Junior 
Hometown: Houston, TX 
Height: 5'11 
Weight: 175 lb 
Claim to fame: Taking no 
prisoners 
Name: Kandace Collins 
Classification: Sophomore 
Hometown: Dallas, TX 
Height: 5'7 
Weight: 114 lb 
Claim to fame: Giving no one a 
chance 
• You must take the TASP at least once every academic year. 
• Check out the following URL: http://calendars.pvamu.edu/ for information 
about our Quick TASP testing schedule or call 936/857-2747. 
• IF YOU HAVE LESS THAN A 'C' OR 'S' IN A DEVELOPMENTAL CLASS AT 
MIDTERM. YOU MAY NOT EARLY REGISTER!! 
• Early registration begins on April 15, 2003. Check with your advisor to see 
if you have any 'holds' that will keep you from registering. 
• Watch this space for information about the ACCESS reunion!! 
• Are you planning on attending summer school away from PVAMU? Then 
Check with your advisor about the classes that will transfer. 
• Congratulations to Professional Advisor Kim Walker-White who was 
honored as a Minority Achiever for 2003 by the YMCA of Greater Houston. 
• Building 36 hosted "Connecting Through Snakes" on March 25, 2003, a 
truly 'creepy experience.' 
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Howard students question 
university preparedness 
Bv Joi C. Ridley 
Black College Wire 
Despite its 136 
years in the nation's capital, 
a prime location for those 
who would attack the United 
States, Howard University 
has not yet devised a crisis 
contingency plan. 
"The [terrorist] alert 
has made the university be­
gin to form evacuation 
plans," said Kenyatta 
Hobson, assistant commu­
nity director of Howard's 
Meridian Hill Hall dormi­
tory for upperclassmen. 
"They are scrambling to get 
something together (be­
cause) they realize there is 
really a threat." 
A recent university-
wide e-mail from Howard 
President H. Patrick 
Swygert stated that "al­
though no specific threat has 
been identified, we all need 
to make every effort to pre­
vent an incident from hap­
pening and be prepared to 
resolve an incident should 
one occur." 
Any catastrophe in 
the area likely would affect 
the entire city. 
"The university has 
expedited the publication of 
the University Emergency 
Response Plan," according to 
Swygert's message. "The 
plan has been distributed via 
e-mail to administrators, 
deans and directors ...infor­
mation briefings will be 
scheduled to [orient] stu­
dents, faculty and staff on 
the plan and their responsi­
bilities." 
Swygert recom­
mended that students: 
— - Be informed. Pay attention 
to the local news. If an inci­
dent should occur, have the 
means to listen for instruc­
tions (radio, TV, cable, etc.). 
— Close all windows. This 
saves energy and helps to 
control the emergency, if a 
fire should occur. 
— Refrain from propping 
doors open. This allows in­
truders, who are not autho­
rized, to enter your facility. 
In fact, many stu­
dents do not realize that 
most classroom buildings on 
the main campus have fall­
out shelters, created years 
ago. 
However, Hobson 
said that dormitory directors 
and resident assistants are 
aware of plans for an emer­
gency evacuation. However, 
there have been no drills for 
student residents. So, in a 
dorm such as Meridian Hill 
Hall, which houses nearly 
600 students, it is unclear 
how successful an emergency 
evacuation would be. 
Students were ap­
palled to find that in the 
midst of a Code Orange alert, 
university administrators 
did not seem to have an 
emergency plan. While offi­
cials plan for the addition of 
a new university center and 
focusing on Howard's Capital 
Campaign, students feel that 
a more pressing priority lies 
in providing a safe place for 
students. 
The Answers 
Weekly Update for Freshmen 
STUDY NOW OR PAY LATER!! 
NEWS 
[ft] <& m 0 ft On 
^DHOITQ'S 
Mononucleosis 
WHAT IS IT? 
Mononucleosis is called the 
"kissing disease" because we carry 
the virus that causes it in our saliva. 
Mono infects people of all ages, 
but mostly teenagers and young 
adults. By the time they're 40, more 
than 95 percent of people in the 
United States will have been infected 
with Epstein-Barr virus, the virus 
that causes mono. Those who are in­
fected as teens and young adults are 
the most likely to become sick. The 
disease is common among college stu­
dents and people in the military, who 
seem most apt to get it when they 
face stresses such as basic training 
or school exams. 
I SYMPTOMS 
At first you may simply not feel 
well, with a headache, chills, puffy 
eyelids, little appetite, and fatigue. 
Soon you will likely get a fever (any­
where from 101 to 105 degrees) and 
a sore throat, maybe the worst sore 
throat you've ever had. Your tonsils 
may swell. After a day or two, the 
glands in your neck, armpits, or groin 
may swell and feel tender. Your 
spleen may also feel tender, and your 
liver may swell. 
Many people are sick for only 
two or three days and feel little or no 
fatigue. Others feel weak and tired 
for months. In rare cases when a per­
son doesn't get better after four 
months, he or she is said to have a 
chronic case. 
www.health.com 
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PV's female officers are playing a vital role on campus 
By Candice Grizzell 
Panther Staff 
Although she has 
worked for the university's 
Department of Public Safety 
since, December, officer 
Nathaniel Wardell said she 
has finally been given the 
opportunity to perform her 
much desired profession. 
Born in Kilgore, 
Texas, Wardell currently 
resides in Houston. She is a 
wife and a mother of two 
children, ages 15 and 20. The 
transition from raising her 
children to working as an 
officer at the university has 
been an honor for Wardell. 
She said, "I like 
working at Prairie View 
A&M University because it 
has so much history." 
Wardell noted that working 
with the student body 
reminds her constantly of , 
her children. 
The officer said, 
"When students get into 
trouble I feel for them and 
their parents because it's a 
sacrifice the parents are 
making sending their 
children here. By being a 
mother I can relate." 
Wardell also takes 
into consideration her role 
as a female officer because 
her gender enables her to 
better assist the female 
student body. 
"Believe it or not I 
was once your age and 
having a teenage daughter 
helps," she said. "Talking 
and getting an 
understanding of a situation 
is important because it 
builds trust." 
Although there are 
more male officers employed 
on campus, Wardell never 
feels intimidated by them. 
She said, "They 
treat me like an officer but 
like a lady, too. It's basically 
how you carry yourself and 
that's in any field." 
Wardell encourages 
others to follow their career 
goals and said she enjoys her 
profession in law 
enforcement. 
According to Chief of 
Police R.V. Stephens, 
another female officer, 
Laconya Williams was 
Photo By: Kenneth Gonzales 
L-R: Police Officers Laconya Williams, Martha Harris, and Nathaniel Wardell. 
recently hired. The two 
new officers join Sergeant 
Martha Harris who has 
worked with the 
department for 22 years. 
Chief Stephens 
noted that anyone, male or 
female, interested in law 
enforcement must follow 
the same procedures to be 
qualified. 
"The Texas A&M 
System requires at least 30 
hours of college, a clean 
background and at times, we 
require an attendance in the 
police academy," said 
Stephens. "Miss Wardell 
and Miss Williams went 
through an interviewing 
process that involved, not 
only people from the police 
department, but three 
people from the 
student government 
and three people 
from the general 
staff." 
In addition, Wardell 
and Williams were 
required to watch the 
P V A M U 
documentary and 
write an essay. 
Stephens said, 
"This gave them an 
insight into Prairie 
View and gave the 
department a chance 
to look at their 
writing skills. Later 
they were asked 
questions by the same 
group of people and 
evaluated." He noted, 
"These officers came out on 
top and because of their 
past work history we 
thought they would fit in 
well with the campus 
environment." 
PUBLIC NOTICE 
Aa required by Section S4.0S13, Paragraph (f) of the Texas Education Code. 
the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System will hold a public 
hearing to receive input from students and the President regarding the proposed 
increase in Designated Tuition for 
Prairie View A&M University 
From To 
S36.00/SCH* S40.00/SCH* 
(2002-2003 academic year) (2003-2004 academic year) 
The hearing will be part of the Board of Regents' Meeting scheduled to 
convene on March 27,2003, at 10:00 am, in Room 292, Manorial Student 
Center, Joe Routt Boulevard, Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas. 
For additional information, please contact Vickie Burt Spillcra, Executive 
Secretary to the Board of Regents, The Texas A&M University System, 
(979)845-9600. 
Issued this 21" day of March 2003. 
Executive Secretary to the Board 
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Stars 
Speak 
By NiRosha Smith 
Panther Staff 
Desperate times cal 
for desperate measures, but 
are the times so desperate 
that war was inevitable? The 
world hardly ever agrees 
with decisions that the gov­
ernment makes Although 
our opinions don't matter, 
they are what makes up a 
healthy democracy. 
America's War," has bonded 
us together in protests, pe­
titions, and other demon­
strations Not only average 
citizens, but celebrities as 
well 
People look to enter­
tainment as a way to release 
stress and get away from 
problems. Lately, entertain­
ers aren't even feeling up to 
carrying out their usual 
plans. Celebrities like Will 
Smith opted not to attend 
the Oscars because they felt 
there were bigger problems 
at hand. Concerts and pro 
grams overseas are being 
canceled for obvious reasons 
Opposing forces 
against the war are evident. 
Musicians and actors every­
where have formed a coali­
tion called, "Musicians 
United to Win Without War." 
This is a subdivision of the 
"Win Without War" group 
that describes itself as "a 
mainstream voice advocat­
ing alternatives to unilatera 
action or preemptive 
strikes." Entertainers who 
have signed the petition in­
clude Outkast, Nas, Jay-Z 
Busta Rhymes, Missy Elliott 
and many others 
When entertainers 
are in the spotlight they 
don't always use their influ 
to learn that so many celeb 
rities share my opinions 
about this senseless ego 
battle. Although it's too risky 
to picket and sit in the 
middle of streets, they're 
doing something. If they can 
make a stand despite their 
star status, then so can we. 
75th annual Academy Awards 
bring mixed views on the war 
By Candace Simpson 
Panther Staff 
'In the light of all the 
troubles in this world, I wish 
us peace"- Chris Cooper 
Despite the ongoing 
war that our country is fight­
ing with Iraq, the anniver­
sary of the 75th Academy 
Awards debuted as sched­
uled. 
This year's ceremony 
was hosted by Steve Martin, 
star of the new Disney movie 
"Bringing Down the House," 
who delighted the audience 
with his charm as well as his 
sense of humor. "I'm very 
pleased to be hosting the Os­
cars again," said Martin, "be­
cause fear and nausea al­
ways make me lose weight." 
He had been a presenter six 
times for the Oscars in the 
past. Martin also lightened 
the topic of the war with 
jokes he said about everyone 
being behind him except for 
France and Germany and 
about Afghanistan. "Af-
ghanistan submitted a film 
this year, My Big Fat Rag­
gedy a** One Hump Thirsty 
Camel." 
Other comments 
about the war weren't so 
amusing. Winner for docu­
mentary feature "Bowling 
for Columbine," Michael 
Moore had a lot to get off 
his chest. Moore invited the 
other nominees in the same 
category on the stage with 
him and Michael Donovan 
as they accepted their award 
because they believed in the 
same "non-fictitious" things. 
He went on to say, "We live 
in fictitious times. We live in 
a time where we have ficti­
tious elections results and 
elect a fictitious president." 
The audience booed as he 
continued with, "We live in 
a time where we have a man 
sending us to war for ficti­
tious reasons. Whether it's 
the fiction of duct tape or the 
fiction of orange alerts. We 
are against this war Mr. 
Bush. Shame on you Mr. 
Bush. Shame on you. And 
anytime you've got the Dixie 
Chicks and the Pope against 
you, your time is up." 
Actress Nicole 
Kidman became very emo­
tional as she accepted her 
award for Actress in a Lead­
ing Role. Kidman let out 
tears as she asked and an­
swered the question, "Why 
do you come to the Academy 
Awards when the world is in 
such turmoil? Because art is 
important and because you 
believe in what you do and 
you want to honor that. And 
because it's a tradition that 
needs to be uphelds...there 
are lots of problems in the 
world. God bless them." 
Kidman is an Australian. 
Many were on the 
edge of their seats as the 
names of nominees for Best 
Actress in a Supporting Role; 
were called. Although 
Queen Latifah didn't win, 
she along with her co-star 
and winner of the award 
Catherine Zeta-Jones per­
formed "I Move On", a hit 
from the film Chicago. Chi­
cago won many of the 13 
awards that the film was 
nominated for including: Art 
Direction, Costume Design, 
Film Editing, Best Picture, 
and Sound. 
Also nominated for 
several awards were: Frida, 
The Pianist, and The Gangs 
of New York. 
Eminem made Acad­
emy Award history by win­
ning an Oscar for Best Origi­
nal Song "Loose Yourself' 
from the movie 8 Mile. It was 
the only rap song in this cat­
egory. Other additions to the 
"Oscar's Family Album were 
Peter O'Toole (Honorary 
Award), Catherine Zeta-
Jones (Actress in a Support­
ing Role), Nicole 
Kidman(Actress in a Leading 
Role), and Adrien Brody (Ac­
tor in a Leading Role). 
Throughout all the 
night's events, awards given 
and the recipients speeches, 
Adrien Brody put it best 
when he stated, "Whomever 
you believe in whether it's 
God or Allah, may he watch 
over you and let's pray for a 
swift and peaceful resolu­
tion." 
Bringing Down The House: 
comical fun or racial insult? 
By Katrina Massinburg 
Panther Staff 
Like millions of 
other American citizens, I 
had the opportunity to check 
out Queen Latifah and Steve 
Martin's new film, Bringing 
Down the House, over Spring 
Break, and to say the least, 
I was shocked at the daring 
racial comments and stereo­
types used as a source of 
comedy throughout the 
movie. 
Queen portrays 
Charlene, a prison escapee 
convicted of bank robbery. 
She and attorney Peter, 
played by Martin, meet 
through a supposed internet 
love affair and Charlene 
shows up at his doorstep for 
legal help, catching him by 
surprise. From the moment 
she bursts into his luxurious 
place of residence, centered 
in a neighborhood of wealthy 
whites, Latifah confirms ev­
ery racial stereotype about 
geous long-weaved hair 
styles to the ever-popular 
tendency to be overwhelm-
Photo courtesy of Google images 
Actress, rapper, and former talk show host Queen 
Latifah causes an uproar with her latest film. 
African-American females in 
existence, from the outra-
ingly loud in public. 
As she attempts to 
clear her name while living 
with Peter and his two chil­
dren, she poses as his ser­
vant to satisfy snobbish 
neighbors who believe noth­
ing is as horrifying as "Ne­
groes" in the neighborhood. 
She remains quiet as she's 
referred to as "Jemima" and 
"Shanequa". The only thing 
that was remotely comical 
about the film was a fight be­
tween Charlene and Peter's 
ex-sister-in-law. 
The highlight of the 
movie comes when an older, 
racist client of Peter's, played 
by Joan Plowright, comes to 
dinner and sings an old slave 
song, asking "is massa' 
gonna sell us tomorrow?", 
while urging Charlene to join 
in. What's worse is not that 
Charlene does nothing to de-
See HOUSE page 11 
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House from page 10 
fend herself as well as her 
race, but Peter and his fam­
ily say nothing in her de­
fense. 
The film, produced 
by Latifah herself, carries 
the racist message that most 
whites are snobbish morons 
that can't coexist with mi­
norities. Its laugh potential 
rests on racial quips di­
rected at whites and minori­
ties, including Hispanics 
(who, according to a nosy 
neighbor of Peter's, don't be­
long in the area "without a 
leaf blower in their hands"). 
Many would say 
that the movie is just a light-
hearted comedy conceived all 
in fun, but be reminded that 
racism of this extent is no 
laughing matter. There were 
no positive, professional 
people of color throughout 
the movie. Overall, the 
movie is an insulting result 
of a fame-starved former ce­
lebrity, and has set racial re­
lations back considerably. 
WE HAVE A SUREFIRE 
WAY TO PREDICT THE 
FUTURE. HIRE YOU TO 
INVENT IT. 
Cyberspace controls and laser defense 
systems came as no surprise to the 
U.S. Air Force. In fact, they came off our 
drawing boards. No wonder we re always 
looking to hire the best and brightest. 
You can leverage your degree immediately 
and get hands-on experience with some 
of the most sophisticated technology on 
earth. To request more information, call 
1-800-423-USAF or visit our Web site at 
airforce.com. 
w • 
U.S. AIR FORCE 
C R O S S  I N T O  T H E  B L U E C  
Panther Poetry Lounge 
When Tbo Many Suns Have Set 
By: Aiyana Z. Chase 
I want to love you, but I feel that I'm too late 
Tbo many suns have set and moons peeked over the horizon. 
You fill the void I never knew existed, and when you are gone 
It becomes deeper than ever — and it hurts. 
You were a figure in my mind I was afraid to take hold of 
So she has taken you, but not as I would 
In my heart so that I could love you, 
And in my mind where I will forever keep you. 
It is my fault you will never see 
How much your presence means to me. 
As I write these tears swell in my eyes 
And if I never feel the same way again, 
The quiet friendly love you gave me 
Will remain with me for life 
That is why I know we could have had more 
But I have let too many suns set and moons peek over the horizon. 
Movies to 
see or rent: 
1. Chicago 
2. Brown Sugar 
3. Maid in Manhattan 
4. Minority Report 
5. Swimfan 
6. 8 Mile 
7. How to Lose A Guy 
in 10 Days 
8. Final Destination 2 
9. Deliver Us From 
Eva 
10. The Ring 
Is the sophomore class the only group that can 
throw an event without fighting? 2. Why did their 
picnic turn into a Greek show? 3 Who actually 
believes thgt the KKIs have been around for 50 
years? 4. Why was the elephant walk so bare? 5. 
Why was a pregnant girl the crunkest at the UC 
stepshow? 6. How many people had to get tested 
for HIV? 7. What is C Phi€?8. If you have a Greek 
letter in your name shouldn't you be part of CSO? 
9. Which Sigma Juliet slashed the AKA's tires? 10. 
Which freshman girl is known as "one night 
stand'? 11. Is is true that the Ques are being kicked 
off the yard? 12. How did the Zetas mess up with 
only three people? 13. Shouldn't we trade fiat mem­
bers with U of H? 15. Why are freshmen being pre-
pledged^nJJC? 16. Which Kappa had on a pink, 
oops, rose blazer and thought he was too fiy? 17. 
What adult entertainer has tried ho pledge three 
sororitiesPlS. What organization is hazing but not 
a part of CSO? 19. Shouldn't they know it won't 
look good in the Good Book on Judgment Day? 20. 
What do you think? 
This is for entertainment only. The questions submitted sire not 
the views of The Panther. Want to tell us what you think? 
Please bring your comments and questions to Rm. 109 Delco or 
e-mail panther @ pvamu.edu. Questions are printed at the 
discretion of The Panther 
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Budget from page 1 
the feet of our state agencies 
because definitive informa­
tion has not been provided 
and it seems that as the state 
looks to assess the situation, 
it is seeing other things." 
Thomas-Smith said 
that budget estimations are 
difficult to determine at this 
time. 
"lb tell you the truth, 
this is a period of great uncer­
tainty. We just don't know— 
but we are not panicking," 
said Thomas-Smith. 
According to Thomas-
Smith, in an effort to save on 
costs throughout the univer­
sity, administrators have de­
cided to limit travel on state 
funds, and possibly get rid of 
it altogether, unless local or 
grant money is used for it. 
Administrators have 
also decided to freeze posi­
tions in both faculty and staff, 
and review closely capital ex­
penditures that exceed $500. 
"So, if you have to buy a ma­
jor piece of equipment for a 
department or somewhere on 
campus, and it costs more 
than $500 we might say you 
can't buy that now unless of 
course the campus is going to 
fall over and roll down the 
river if we don't buy it," said 
Thomas-Smith. 
However, Thomas-
Smith explained that summer 
school will not be adversely af­
fected as many thought it 
would be because a majority 
of the courses offered are 
funded by money from the 
Office of Civil Rights. 
Programs from page 1 
Electrical Engineering will 
focus on 10 classes such as 
computer systems design, 
computer architecture, and 
information network, to name 
a few. It will take three to four 
years for the 10 -15 enrolled 
students to complete the pro­
gram. 
Classes will also be 
held weeknights and Satur­
days in S.R. Collins and other 
engineering buildings de­
pending on availability. 
Dr. John Attia, head 
of the department of Electri­
cal Engineering, said, "Other 
programs will follow. It is a 
great step for science, technol­
ogy, Prairie View, and the 
state of Ttexas." 
NSBE from page 1 
sible engineers who excel aca­
demically, succeed profession­
ally, and positively impact the 
community. Members partici­
pate in many activities includ­
ing volunteer work and a spe­
cial mentor-mentee program 
for freshmen. 
Among the topics dis­
cussed at the convention were 
leadership development, affir­
mative action, and jobs in cor­
porate America. 
Phillips said, "I give 
much credit to our advisor Dr. 
Kelvin Kirby. He has been an 
outstanding influence in our 
achievements." She said, "We 
are very involved in the com­
munity. The Walk for Educa­
tion is one of our activities in 
which we give high school kids 
who may not be able to attend 
college an option for a success­
ful future." 
NSBE member Jamie 
Laden-Simms said, "The 
NSBE is a positive experience 
that students should be in­
volved in. It is a positive net­
work of black students." The 
NSBE meets every other 
Enrich Your Life 
Wth God's Word 
Join us on Sunday 
Mornings 11:00 
AM, Wed 7:30PM 
Prayer & Bible 
Shui/ 
Word Of Faith Christian 
\Center Church 
CrawWttfi lb! 
WkH Of Faith Ckrirti* tafettn 
YVtri Of Faith Chnstiaa Day Cat 
ftntully til dfcif hftnb, two, thrca I faarycar 
aUs Ful I F/T Spacas AvdaUa! 
Slimier Day Camp Sorts ai 06/04/03 
Wbrd Of Faith Christian Center Church is a ministry where you learn 
The basics of faith and where we believe that God wants you wel spirit 
soul, and body. 
Faifh is ihe key to releasing 6od's power in our lives! 
WcrdOF FulhChristianCenterChurch 
1418 KeyStfP.O Box 715 
Waller, TX 77484 
Phone (936) 372-3900 
E-mail: delor esaesnleraOaol. com 
Wednesday at 6 p.m. The or­
ganization can also be reached 
on the NSBE website, 
nvuN SB@vahoo. com. 
The Prairie View 
chapter has 80 members and 
five officers, including 
Phillips, vice president Crys­
tal Robinson, program chair 
Casey Waiters, secretary Tif­
fany Alexander, and treasurer 
Pamela Louis. 
Things You Need To 
Know: 
Congratulations to all stu 
dents who were recognized al 
the Honors Convocation. 
Good luck to the PVAML 
brack team at the PV Relays. 
• Please vote Tuesday, April 1 
for your 2003-2004 SGA lead 
?rs. 
Springfest is on its way! Look 
out for a calendar of events. 
This issue is dedicated to our 
:roops who are overseas 
fighting the war against Iraq 
We hope that the war will enc 
juickly and they will have a 
;afe journey home. 
ROTC cadets don't 
worry about a draft 
By Tanya Cad well 
31ack College Wire/ FAMU 
Pentagon officials 
lave said that with the Na­
tional Guard and reserves 
implementing active-duty 
personnel, they have more 
than enough troops to fight a 
var against Iraq. 
But should the draft 
re reinstated, ROTC cadets 
may be the safest people on 
ampus. 
At Florida A&M Uni­
versity, Maj. Willie Jackson 
>aid FAMU's 120 Army cadets 
rave agreed to serve at least 
bur years in the military af-
;er they finish school, and 
therefore cannot be drafted. 
Still, in the event of a 
iraft, some might try to join 
ROTC so they could not be 
railed to duty. 
Jackson said that 
wouldn't work because once 
:he draft took effect, a "freeze" 
ivould be placed on the pro­
gram so that no one, espe-
ially draft-dodgers, could get 
n. 
Tarik Fuicher, 21, 
said that dodging the draft 
was one reason why "a gooc 
deal" of his fellow cadets 
joined ROTC, although thej 
still have to serve in the mili 
tary after graduation. 
"So it's not reallj 
dodging it, but more like put­
ting it off," said the junior eco 
nomics student from Orlando 
Fuicher said he joined ROTC 
because of scholarship ben­
efits that came with his con­
tract. 
Nick Harrell, 21, ar 
army cadet from Miami, saic 
there is still a chance thai 
ROTC cadets could be callec 
into war, even though they are 
still going to school. 
"If things get really 
really bad and it looks like 
we're going to lose, then we'l 
probably serve about six tc 
eight months," Harrell said. 
Robert Biyant, who is 
not an ROTC cadet, said he 
hopes things don't get thai 
dismal. 
"Hopefully, we can 
stop terrorists in their tracks 
before they bring the war ovei 
here," said the 20-year olc 
sophomore pharmacy student 
from Atlanta. 
ATTENTION: 
^VAMU FACULTY, STAFF, & STUDENTS 
On APRIL 3, 2003 
Barry Scheuermann, Ph.D. 
Department of Health, Exercise & Sport Sciences 
Texas Tech University 
Will present his topic entitled: 
**INTEGRA TING METABOLIC RESPONSES WITH 
MUSCLE RECRUITMENT PATTERNS DURING 
MORDERA TE AND INTENSE EXERCISE 
PLACE: TEA 
(SEE POSTED FLYERS ACROSS CAMPUS) 
The event is sponsored by the Office of Biomedical 
nd^Behavioral Research in the Office of Research 
& Development 
For additional information please contact Dr. 
Queen Martin or Mrs. Bailey at ext 
#.2056/4494. 
